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the horse changed the tribe in a few generations from half- 
starving hunters in the timber to warlike raiders of the plains. 
In typography and general make-up the volume accords well 
with its contents. James Mooney. 



Die Juden und der Antisemitismus : Israel unter den Nationen ( The 
Jews and Antisemitism : Israel among the Nations). By Anatole 
Leroy-Beaulieu, of the French Institute. Translated into German 
by Carl von Vincenti. Separate Print from the " Freie Blatt," 
the organ for combating Anti-Semitism. Authorized Translation. 
Wien, 1893, 12°, xv, 349 pp. 

This work, by the distinguished author of " The Papacy, 
Socialism and Democracy," is the most important contribution 
yet given to the world on the subject of the Jewish question in 
Europe, and in the same connection has much to do with the 
broader subject of the relation between race and religion. It 
discusses the Jew from every standpoint, that of ethnology, his- 
tory, folklore, religion, social rank, education, and physiology, 
and leaves very little indeed to be added. The broad spirit in 
which the discussion is handled appears from the first words of 
the author's preface, in which he tells us that the book is written 
by a Christian and a Frenchman, by one who believes, as a 
Christian, that intolerance and racial hatreds are contrary to the 
spirit of Christianity, and who holds, as a Frenchman, that man- 
kind must be true to the ideals of justice and liberty. 

He estimates the Jewish race at from 7 to 9 millions, scattered 
among from 500 to 600 million Christians and Mohammedans. 
Although his estimate is necessarily very elastic, it is probably 
nearer the truth than that of Rabbi Wise, who gives them 20 
millions. Of these 7 or 9 millions about one-half are in Russia 
(chiefly in Russian Poland), 1,700,000 in Austria, 600,000 in Ger- 
many, and about 300,000 in Roumania. Italy, France, and 
England have comparatively few, while in Spain and Portugal, 
where they once numbered half a million, all native Jews have 
been long since "baptized or banished." To both Americas he 
gives perhaps half a million, while in all Asia, the cradle and 
home of the race, there are barely 300,000. A significant com- 
mentary upon the futility of race or religious persecution is the 
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fact that the Jews are more numerous now than ever before in 
their history and are increasing relatively much faster than the 
Christians. This fertility of oppressed peoples is a well-known 
paradox in anthropology, notably in the case of the Irish and 
the southern negro. 

The author traces the history of the Jews as an alien people 
within a hostile nation from the time when Pharaoh took alarm 
at their numbers and influence and inaugurated the first 
Judenhetze, down through the centuries to the day when Haman 
stood before the Persian king to complain that there was a cer- 
tain people scattered abroad through all the provinces of the 
kingdom whose laws were diverse from those of all other people, 
so that it was not for the king's profit to suffer them ; then, cross- 
ing over into Europe, he shows how the old pagan writers of 
Rome and Greece repeatedly strove to rally the forces of pan- 
theism to resist the spread of the Jewish monotheism, the same 
old alarm for the " national ideal " about which we hear so much 
from the German politicians of today, and, finally, when mono- 
theism had won the fight, he shows how the fathers of the early 
Christian church gave stamp and fixity to the persecution, in 
order to outlaw the Jew from all community with the newly 
converted barbarian, who failed to distinguish any essential 
difference between the God of the gospel and the God of the 
Pentateuch. 

The Jewish problem, in its present aspect, he declares is not 
a survival or an atavism, but is the outgrowth of modern con- 
ditions dating from the emancipation of the Jews by the French 
revolution. He defines it as threefold, religious, national and 
social, and asserts that Anti-semitism has studied Darwin and 
served under Bismarck, and obtains its weapons from the modern 
theories of civics, science and political economy. He discusses 
each phase of the question in turn, and shows conclusively that 
the present Jewish type, with all that that implies of physical, 
mental and moral characteristics, is the artificial product of fif- 
teen centuries of Ghetto life, together with what may be described 
as a rigid system of religious hygiene, rather than the natural 
consequence of purity of blood descent. 

He devotes a chapter to the folklore of the Jewish question, 
in which he recounts the various superstitious beliefs concerning 
the Jew, which made the child of Abraham an Ishmaelite rather 
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than an Israelite. Of special interest are the chapters on the 
physiology and psychology of the Jew, in which he discusses 
the physiologic traits and peculiar diseases and the abnormal 
mental characteristics resulting from hundreds of years of per- 
secution, ostracism, and restriction to specialized occupations in 
crowded pestilential quarters (ghettos) of large cities. The out- 
come has been an intense development of intellectual powers, 
but at the expense of physical stamina. As is usually the case, 
the danger lies in the very delicacy of the machine. The Jew 
is the brainiest man in Europe, but he is a bundle of highstrung 
nerves, and more than all other men he is liable to nervous col- 
lapse and insanity. 

Although the author makes the pessimistic assertion that the 
Jewish question is a permanent and growing one, it seems to us 
that his own book refutes the argument, and that the character- 
istics which have rendered the Jew a menace and an alien to so 
many European governments will soften and disappear with the 
growth of a broader humanity. If despotic Russia and imperial 
Germany and Austria have a Jewish problem, while republican 
France and constitutional England have none, we are forced to 
believe that it is because every country has the Jew that it de- 
serves, and that the true remedy is in the application of the 
Golden Rule formulated so long ago by the greatest of the Jewish 
race. James Mooney. 



Die Medicin der Naturvolker. Eihnologische Beiirdge zur Urge- 
sehichte der Medicin. . Von Dr. Max Bartels, Sanitatsrath in Berlin. 
Leipzig: Th. Grieben's Verlag (L. Fernau), 189S, pp. 361; 175 
ill., 8vo. 

It is seldom one's fortune to find between the covers of a single 
volume so complete and systematic a treatise of an ethnologic 
subject as the author has presented in the present work on 
Medicine among Primitive Peoples. The subject embraces the 
medico-religious culture-status of peoples of diverse countries, pre- 
senting the various psycho-physiological theories regarding the 
cause and cure of disease. 

It is generally believed by our North American Indians that 
diseases are caused by (1) the presence of a demon, located in 



